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sive treatment ofthe same subject in previous volumes. However, because it is an up-
date the specialist will want to own the entire series. Familiarity with medicinal
chemistry as well as psychopharmacology is expected. The difficulty in keeping up
with the whirlwind of research activity in psychopharmacology is exemplified by this
book. Although published in 1974, one can expect to be kept only up to date to mid-
1973, and so the readers ofthis review must consider a three-year-old volumejust be-
ing reviewed. Frederick Goodwin and Dennis Murphy provide an excellent summary
of biological factors in mental illness. Articles on the antipsychotic agents and the
butyrophenones are particularly useful since many compounds which are not dis-
cussed elsewhere are discussed in this volume. There is a chapter on EEG applica-
tions in psychopharmacology by Max Fink who quotes his own work extensively. The
article on the benzodiazepines by Randall and others is useful but has been published
in similar form in many other places. An up to date review of antidepressant drugs is
provided by Beale and Bopp.
Although this is in general a fine volume one caviling comment is necessary. Since
this is primarily a review ofthe literature and is intended to be used as a reference, a
bibliographic style which fails to include titles of articles is a painful anachronism
which should be corrected. This is a reference book for the specialist who possesses
other volumes in the same series. It should be a useful addition to many libraries.
ROBERT BYCK
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SURGICAL DISORDERS OF THE ADRENAL GLAND: PHYSIOLOGIC BACKGROUND AND
TREATMENT. By T. S. Harrison, D. S. Gann, A. J. Edis, and R. H. Egdahl. Grune &
Stratton, New York, 1975. x + 150 pp. $14.50.
The title of this well-done monograph could have been the inclusive "Disorders of
the Adrenal Gland" if only a discussion of Addison's Disease had been added.
Granted that its authors are all distinguished surgeons, and surgeons don't treat Ad-
dison's Disease. Nevertheless, they are also all seasoned endocrinologists and seem
expertly at home dealing with adrenal insufficiency secondary to bilateral adrenal-
ectomy. They owe no apology for entering the physiological and medical realms; ac-
cordingly, minor changes might have gained a wider audience for a book which will
tell the physician all he needs to know about the adrenal gland in less than one hour.
The descriptions of the physiological control of release of adrenal cortical hor-
mones are classical in their simplicity and surprisingly relevant to the clinician.
Readers learn more about catecholamine chemistry and release than necessary, but
most clinicians will skim this section anyway until the section on pathophysiology is
reached. If there is any minor fault, it is that no one author seems to have read the
entire book for consistency. They cannot seem to agree in different sections on the
anatomy of the adrenal and show their surgical colors by inadvertently disagreeing
in print on correct incisions and suture materials. Parts of the book were apparently
written at four different sites and assembled into one script only at the typographers.
Nevertheless, the authors produced a book sophisticated enough for the medical
student and the endocrinologist, let alone the surgeon.
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